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Kassena village or household. Therefore we invite everyone to give us 

their feedback with suggestions to improve this document for a future 
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Where the Kassem language is spoken: BURKINA FASO 

 

 

 

Guiaro 

Koumbili Pighiri B.A.A. (AVV) 

 Saro Pounkouyan 

 Tiakané Pô Kampala 

 Songo  Tiébélé 

 Kaya Guenon 

BURKINA FASO Boungou 

  Dakola  Tangassogo 

 Paga                  Mayoro 

GHANA Navrongo 

 Chiana  

 

KS0214 



 2

The alphabet used in this document is in agreement with the 

alphabet granted by the National Language Commission of 

Burkina Faso. 

 First edition 

 First printing 

Third trimester 2014 
 

 Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL) 

01 B.P. 1784, Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso 
 

Please send your suggestions and questions to Awɛ and Kawɛ, 

Urs and Idda Niggli, 

SIL, 01 B.P. 1784, Ouagadougou 01, Burkina Faso 

E-mail address: Urs-Idda_Niggli@sil.org 

Internet Website: www.Kassena-Ninkarse.org 

 Pages: 

First part   : Traditional objects 3 - 42 

Second part  :  Borrowed/loan words 43 - 47 

Third part  :  Modern objects 48 - 59 

 

 

 

 

 



 3

  

 

 

First part:     Traditional objects/items 
 
1. 1. Pottery 
1. 2. Objects made of wood and calabashes 
1. 3. Woven items & leather items 
1. 4. Iron items & arms 
1. 5. Items of clothing & jewellery 
1. 6. Musical instruments 
1. 7. Housing 
1. 8. Food items 

 1. 1. Pottery 

 

 

 

 

 kambi-zaŋa 

 (nakənə, nakən-zaŋa) kambiə (nakambiə) 

 large pot                              small pot 

 

 

 

 

 kala                      coro  

 storage pot                      clay container 

 for beer production 
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kambi- 

kamunu                       sana 

(kambi-niə)  kambiə                  kikərə 
storage pot                         pot for beer                   small  
for cereals/grain                  production                    jar 

 kasam-bu 

 very small pot 

 for shea-nut butter 

 
 

sana kɔɔrʋ        cɔlɔ 

jar for beer           jar for beer & kabəl-bu 

 traditional rites         small dish for sauce 

 

 

dra 
small jar  kabələ 
for religious dish for kasantana    kuru 
rites                  a meal           clay plate      support hearth 

 

 dʋʋ 

 (dɩn- 

 dʋʋ) 

katara                 sankwara 
dish to catch             grater for dɩsʋlʋ 
termites                    bean leaves              filter for potash 
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 liri 
 nakərə 
cicoori (jwəm nakərə) caa 
drinking pot       pot for traditional       pot  with holes for 
 for poultry        medicine                     drying certain foods 

 
 
 
 sʋndʋlʋ 
 high jar  
 sogo for dye 
 clay pot with lid 

 
 
 
 
 
beeru kacuə  (sankərə)         kɔɔrʋ 
 recipient for making                    water jar 
 Shea butter 
 
 

tikərə 
indoor  
granary  min-zoŋo 
(for example oil lamp  tadʋ-kolo 
 to keep peanuts) pipe 



 6

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

1. 2. Objects of wood �nd c�l�b�shes 

 

 

 

y�tu�u 

 stool 

 

 j�ng���                t�d�� 

 ch�	r, se�t                     p	pe 

 

 

 gw�r� 

 s�mp�r�         n�nyu�� h�ndle for � hoe 

wood to t�mp floor        sp�tul�                  or for �n �xe 

 

 

 

g�mbogo      g�l�         d�g�l�         m�l� fl�	l 

st	ck for             "golf"        st	ck for           to be�t m	llet 

pl�y	ng "golf"      b�ll         h	tt	ng              or r	ce (gr�	n) 

 

 

 
 

b�gw�r� (gw�r�)         p��r�                 k�nd�� 

he�vy st	ck (destroy	ng) wooden peg             toothp	ck 



 7

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 s�nk�m 

 short pestle 

 s�b�� (e.g. for She� nuts) 

 pestle  

 

 

 

 

k�z�g�                               k�z�k�r� 

mort�r                                       sm�ll mort�r 
 (for le�ves, se�son	ng etc.) 

 

 

 tw�g� 

  

s�mp�g� 

h�ng	ng shelf for m�ts,      sow	ng st	ck 

m�t r�ck                            for m�k	ng holes 

 

 

 

y�go�o, yugo�o 

c�l�b�sh used  mun-duru 

�s b�g for f	eldwork                            c�l�b�sh for flour 
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z�nwuru          z�nb��   n�-z��� 

sm�ll c�l�b�sh    sm�ll        c�l�b�sh  p��r� z��� 

for gr�	ns to        c�l�b�sh      for w�ter     b	g c�l�b�sh 

to be sown         for me�sur	ng                   for serv	ng 

 

 

 

 kunkw�l�       n�nz���      duru 

kunkolo sm�ll gourd           spoon,      spoon m�de 

gourd fl�sk          fl�sk                      l�dle  of cow horn 

 

 

 n�nj�r�                    z���            z��-k�g� 

 p	ece of c�l�b�sh             c�l�b�sh           c�l�b�sh used 

 used �s scoop                                        for w	nnow	ng 

 

 

 

 

 

 bw���                z��-kw�g�          z��-l�� 

c�l�b�sh used for         old c�l�b�sh           decor�ted 

me�sur	ng cere�ls                                        c�l�b�sh 
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1. 3. Woven objects �nd le�ther objects 

 

 

 

 

 fulu                           p��r� 

 f�n                             str�w door 

 

 

 

 

 c�f��                                  gung��� 

 b�sket for poultry           c�ge to tr�nsport poultry 

 

 

 

 

 

 z�u  k�le z�u 

 c�ge for ch	cks                  b�sket to c�tch f	sh 

 
 

 

 

 gw�k�                              ��n�  

c�rr	er (to tr�nsport �n	m�ls)                 rope, str	ng 
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pupw��nu 

veget�ble f	bre b�b��                 c�p��� 

for m�k	ng               hemp              cord m�de of d�w�d�w� 

ropes or str	ngs for sew	ng c�l�b�shes 

 

 

 

 

 

 k�s�-s�r�                          s�r-d�d�r� 

 short m�t m�de of st�lks           long sleep	ng m�t 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 k�y�� t�t�g� 

 round b�sket                 b�sket w	th squ�re bottom 

 

 

 

 

 t�t�k�r�                                      n�p�n� 

 sm�ll b�sket                                  sl	ng, c�t�pult 
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 z�r�                                    z) 

 broom                                  f	ne broom 

 

 

 

 

 

 ��n-t�mp�g�                   g�g� t�mp�g� 

 woven b�g for shepherd                le�ther b�g 

 

 

 

 

 s�z))r�                          y�l� 

 s	eve / f	lter for               s	eve for w�sh	ng 

 m	llet br�n etc.             gr�	n (e.g. d�w�d�w�) 

 

 

 

  

 z�n� 

 cr�dle for 

 c�l�b�shes,  k�pur� 

 m�cr�mé                        woven l	d 
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 y�pug� z�g� k�z�g� 

 woven h�t          pot st�nd             support, he�d p�d to 

 or helmet                                                c�rry lo�ds 

 

 

 

 

k�z�-c�g� 

sm�ll support  l��           l�� go�tsk	n, 

 sk	n b�g         sk	n b�g 

 

 

 

 

 

c�-kw���  (t�n-t��)                  n�nt�n� 

 sh	eld                          cowh	de used �s m�t 

 

 

 

 

g�r-lwe polo                                        zu�-pogo 

b�g to keep needles                                        b	rdc�ge 
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1. 4. Objects m�de of �ron �nd we�pons 

 

 

 

 

 s�k�r�                          k�r�nte 

 s	ckle                           m�chete, cutl�ss 

 

 

 

 c�cwe 

 spe�r 

 

 

 

 

 gw�l�                            z��n� 

 bludgeon, club                   club, truncheon 

 for hunt	ng                          (for f	ght	ng) 

 

 

 

 

 k�l���                                 v�r� 

 w�r �xe                                hoe (for f�rm	ng)  
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 b�door�                   s�pw�r� (s�pw�r�) 

 old/worn hoe                 worn m�chete / cutl�ss 

 

 

 

 

 sw�l�               m�n-zo�o               mw� 

 h�mmer for             o	l l�mp                 met�l ch	sel 

 forge               (m�de of 	ron)        used to spl	t wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 dooru                 z���n�                cw�-n��n� 

h�tchet for                      �xe                   qu	ver m�de of 

 c�rv	ng                                                         wood 

 

 

 

 c�k�g�                               c�m�n� 

 qu	ver m�de of sk	n             sm�ll qu	ver m�de of sk	n 
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cw�-l��,  cw���      y�c�g� (yuc�g�), yukw�r� 

qu	ver �s w�r dress    woven helmet or m�de of c�l�b�sh 

 

 

 

 

 t���                      c�n�                   c�-s�l� 

 bow                          �rrow               po	soned �rrow 

 

 

 

 c�-m�nsw�l�, 

 c�ny�� (c�l�mbu) (c�-s�nsw�l�) c�l�mbu 

 �rrowhe�d w	th hooks                       �rrowhe�d 

 

 

 

 fr�                                   c�-p��r� 

 st�lk or �rrow                           	ron peg (to t	e 

 �n	m�ls) 
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f�n�  

sm�ll kn	fe  s�g�                  s�-l��� 

for sh�v	ng                 kn	fe                      sword 

 

 

 

 

 

 s�-z��               po�o tr�d	t	on�l bl�de 

 d�gger                                 used for exc	s	on  

 

 

 

 

 polo                                      lwe 

 sc�bb�rd, cover                          needle, �wl 

 (for c�l�b�shes) 

 

 

 

 

 s�r-lwe 

 needle (for n�c�r� 

 we�v	ng m�ts etc.)  spurs 
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1. 5. ,tems of cloth�ng �nd jewellery 

 

 

 

 t�nk�l�           b�n�� 

 sk	n used           tr�d	t	on�l 
 �s � dress         smock/g�rment, 

 robe / bubu 

 

 

 

 

 k�s��     g�r-kur-      g�r-bu 

 l�rge c�nc�l�        g�r-bw�r� 

 smock       trousers         sleeveless smock 

 

 

 

 g�ry�                                         k�jugu 

 cloth str	p                                 he�d p�d (for c�rry	ng 

 � lo�d on the he�d) 

 

 

 

 y�pug� n�k��� 

 h�t                                     h�t 
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j�g� 

 n�m�r� 

lo	n-cloth, k�m�l� w�rr	or’s belt 

G-str	ng                   cloth p	ece 

(m�n’s p�nts)        (l�dy’s p�nts) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 v�-y�g�                    v�-pu�u 

front G-str	ng (l�d	es) b�ck G-str	ng, 

 tr�d	t	on�l p�nts (l�d	es) 

 

 

 

 n�nc�n�          n�gun� zo�o 

 t��� v�l�             j��� v�l�, sm�ll ch�	n 

 str�w belt              str�w wr	stb�nd          for legs 

 

 

 

 t��� z���           t��� v��        k�l� 

 pe�rl/be�d belt         cloth belt           le�ther belt 
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 c�n� 

 b�-z��� z�n-b�l� br�ss �mulet 

pe�rl neckl�ce     b	g pe�rl neckl�ce («moon» for ch	ldren) 

 

 

 

 s�bu-po�o 

 zw�-kw�n�             n�c�g� cowr	e (for 

 e�rr	ngs            w�lk	ng st	ck, c�ne          decor�t	on) 

 

 

 

 

j�f�l� (n�f'l()  n�f�l� (j�f'l() s) (sw)) 

met�l f	nger r	ng    	vory f	nger r	ng (or 	vory br�celet 

 m�de of w�rthog teeth) (worn on �rm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 s) gungolo                              pw�l�  

 	vory br�celet                            le�ther �rmlet 
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c�n� b���        b��-b�r�       b��-j�jug� (b��-j�r�) 

br�ss br�celet  br�celet w	th open	ng       tw	sted br�celet 

 

 

 

 

b��-s���        k�l�m-b���   b��-po�o (c�n� po�o) 

br�celet out of    bl�ck br�celet       �lum	num br�celet 

copper & 	ron (for tr�d	t	on�l ceremon	es) 

 

 

 

 

 pupwe                  n�kogl� 

 foot br�celet (for ch	ef)        l�rge foot br�celet 

 

 

 j��� 

 k�ndw�- 

n�julu                         p�p�r�  

foot br�celet                     stone br�celet 
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 n�b�l� 

 n�tr� k�l))n� m�g	c t�	l  

 s�nd�ls m�de of sk	n         for protect	on 

 

 

 

 

1. 6. Mus�c�l �nstruments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 kw�r�                                  gul-n�� 

drum m�de of � c�l�b�sh          l�rge he�vy drum 

 

 

 

 

 gungw��� 

 gul-b�l� hour-gl�ss drum, 

 drum                              str	ng drum 
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 wu-p�n� 

 set of seven flutes 

 

 c�n� (wu-g�n�) 

n�t��n�  pr	nc	p�l flute 

b	g flute 

 wu-z�g� (wun��) 

 2 flutes (wu-z�n	-) 
 

wu�                           wu-s��� (wu-s��) 

flute, wh	stle                   3 flutes (wu-s)n��) 
 

d�g� wu�                  wu-g�r� (wu-b�l�) 

flute m�de of cl�y           1 flute (wu-s)b��) 

 

 

 

 

k�mp��            k�l�nt�r�      n�s�n�    n�t�m 

flute m�de of       flute m�de of     flute w	th      flute w	th 

sorghum st�lk      sorghum st�lk    3 holes         two holes 

 

 

 

 n�wur� 

 n��w�g�                 n�b�n� sm�ll horn  

wooden trumpet          horn trumpet                trumpet 
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 n�munu                                               k�n� 

 �ntelope horn trumpet                                   gu	t�r 

 

 t�s��n�, 

 n�s��n� 

 (n���g�l�) 

 kw��� c�st�nets,    met�l r�ttle 

 	ron f	nger-bell              for leg/foot 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 s�ns���          s�ny)gullu            s�ny��� 

 fl�t r�ttle               sh�kers             round r�ttle, sh�ker 

 

 

 
 

 s�ny)                                j��� z��� 

 r�ttle m�de of                       drumm	ng c�l�b�sh 

 c�l�b�sh p	eces                       (h	t w	th h�nds) 
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1.7. Hous�ng   Tr�d�t�on�l K�ssen� compound / house 
 

A typ	c�l K�ssen� v	ll�ge 	s m�de up of compounds belong	ng 

to sever�l gener�t	ons of the s�me f�m	ly. The men t�ke c�re 

of the bu	ld	ng of houses dur	ng the dry se�son, where�s the 

women pl�ster the w�lls of the houses �nd decor�te them 

w	th n	ce p�	nt	ngs. The b�s	c construct	on m�ter	�l 	s �dobe 

m	xed w	th so	l/mud �nd cow dung. 

The forms of the huts depend on the 

st�tus of 	ts occup�nts: 

• The round huts w	th th�tched 

roofs «dr�» �re reserved 

for young people �nd s	ngles. 

 

 

• The rect�ngul�r houses 

«m�ngolo» w	th � fl�t 

roof �re occup	ed by 

young couples. 

 

• The houses 	n the sh�pe of � f	gure e	ght (8) 

«d�-n��» (mother-house) �nd the «d	-yuu» 

(he�d-house) �re 	nh�b	ted by older 

women �nd young ch	ldren. 

 

The hous	ng un	ts �nd the gr�n�r�es 

�re spre�d out �round � centr�l 

sp�ce «n�boo» wh	ch 	s the c�ttle 

�re�. There 	s only one n�rrow door 

connect	ng th	s self-cont�	ned 

hous	ng compound to the outs	de 

v	ll�ge �re�. 
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 A compound 	s des	gned 

 l	ke � stronghold/fortress 

 w	th the purpose of �llow	ng 

 	ts occup�nts to res	st 

 � bes	eg	ng enemy. Th	s 

 w�s the c�se 	n the 19th 

 century when sl�ve r	ders 

 	nv�ded the K�ssen� 

 homel�nd sever�l t	mes. 

  

 

 

One h�s to get over the low 	nner w�lls before 

f	rst enter	ng the 	nner courty�rd of the l	v	ng 

�re� �nd then 	nto the m�	n room «d	-n	-». 

These w�lls protect �g�	nst: 

 

 

 

• the w	nd �nd the r�	n 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• w	ld �n	m�ls �nd enem	es who m�ny ye�rs �go 

�tt�cked the 	nh�b	t�nts. 

 

 

 

 

rain 

wind 
di-niə 

25 
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Elements/components of � K�ssen� compound

 

1 d�-n�� 

 m��n room 

2 d�-yuu 

 �djo�n�ng room 

3 k�l�go�o 

 k�tchen w�thout roof 

4 n�p�r� lounge or 

 �nteroom 

5 y�sw�� d�g� 

 shower 

6 d�g�, m�ngolo 

 rect�ngul�r house 

7 dr�  

 round house/hut 

8 n�nk���  room �t 

 the m��n entr�nce 

9 tugu  shelter /shed 
 for go�ts �nd sheep 

10 tul�  gr�n�ry 
 

11 lugur� hen-house 
 

12 pw��� h�ng�r/shelter 
 

13 y�beel� tomb/gr�ve 

 n�b��r� �ncestr�l �lt�r 
 

14 k�br�  w�ll 
 

15 d�p�l� 

  bench m�de of logs 

 

16 b�mb�m 

 r��sed pl�tform or bench 

17 k�nk�l� �nner courty�rd 
 

18 n�boo c�ttle �re�, 

 outer courty�rd,  pen 

19 s��� n� 

 m��n entr�nce 

20 k�dug� compound 

 f�rm 

21  c�cw���, m�nco�o, 

 k�r�  front y�rd 

 of � compound 

22 t�sugu 

con�c�l cover for � gr�n�ry 

23 g�ls�g� 

 �ccess to the �nner court 

24 d�g�r�  wooden b�r 

 to close entr�nce 

25 jw�n�  fet�sh, �lt�r 
 

26 puur� g�rb�ge dump 
 

27 t�u, culu t�u  

 tree, s�cred tree 

28 t�l��� f�rm l�nd ne�r 

 � house, home f�rm 

29 t�woro pl�nt�ng �re� 

 for tob�cco 
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d�-n�� d� d�-yuu m��n room (l�ter�lly «mother room») 

 �nd �djo�n�ng room («he�d room») 

 or �nner k�tchen / wom�n’s �nner room 

 

 1 n�toon� 

 roof l�ght, 

 �nd ch�mney 

 2 fr�  

 sew�ge, gutter 

 3 kur�  

 f�repl�ce 

 4     n��� 

 gr�nd�ng pl�ce 

 5     n��-gw��l� 

 recept�cle 

 6     n�m�m  

 gr�nd�ng stone 

 7     ywe 

 prop, forked log 

 8      g�rb��� 

 r��sed pl�tform 

 9     gw��� hook for 

 h�ng�ng up �tems 

10    c�r�y�g� 

 shelf for stor�ng 

 pottery / reserves 

12 zɔnɔ cr�dle to store 

 c�l�b�shes 

13      t�k�r� 

 cl�y cont��ner 

 (to store pe�nuts) 

14      b��� (pl. be) 

 be�m 

15      d��� (pl. d��n') 

 wood logs for 

 roof, roof-st�ck 

16 g�r� (g�r�) pl�ce for 

 stor�ng f�re wood 

17 s�r�  m�ts 
 

18 soru, k�b�l�, k�l� 

 d�fferent pots for 

 stor�ng food �tems 

19 k�mb� pots 
 

20 s�mb�dɩa (di-yuu cwəŋə) 
 corr�dor 
 

21 d�g� n� entr�nce 

 
 

11    s�mp�g� 

 m�t r�ck  
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 D�-n��                   d�-yuu 
m��n room or wom�n’s room,        �djo�n�ng room 

 "mother room"                            or �nner k�tchen 

On the left: 

A postal stamp 

representing 

such a Kassena 

house. 



 

 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The «Cour Royale de Tiébélé» lies within circular, 

walled confines covering an area of roughly 1.2 

hectares. The complex serves as the official 

residence of the pɛ, or community chief. 

Resplendent designs in black, red/brown and 

white embellish the earthen architecture of 

Tiébélé and reflect the building traditions of the 

Kassena people. 
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 m�ngolo rect�ngul�r house 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1       c�we 

 sm�ll w�ndow dr� round hut 

 2       n�yuu 

 fl�t roof 

 3 n�t�m 

 l�dder 

 4      t�koro 

 w�ndow 

 5      d�g� gugoro 

 pl�ce �n the w�ll 

 for stor�ng �tems 

 6 n�w�r�  

 p�r�pet   
 7 boro 

 door 
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 W�ll decor�t�on, �n �rt�st�c express�on 
 

Dur	ng the months of M�rch, Apr	l �nd M�y, the l�d	es 

decor�te the	r houses. Armed w	th gu	ne� fowl fe�thers, 

they c�refully p�	nt the symbols th�t w	ll br	ng luck to the 

pl�ce �nd �lso preserve the h�rvest �nd the memory of 

the	r �ncestors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three colours dom	n�te: 

Bl�ck: � k	nd of bl�ck e�rth (gr�ph	te) reduced to � very f	ne 

powder, though now�d�ys they m	ght use t�r 	nste�d. 

Wh�te: � symbol of pur	ty �nd of be�uty th�t comes from � 

smooth, wh	te, t�lc stone. 

Red: � l�ter	te th�t 	s synonymous w	th strength. 
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t�mbou

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 
  

Ex�mples of the symbols of the p�	nted decor�t	ons: 
 

 

 

 

 Z�n-bw�r�                           gungw��� 

 broken c�l�b�sh                  hour-gl�ss sh�ped drum 

 (p�ece of � c�l�b�sh) 

 

 

 

 

 s�nk�m  m�n�          gweeru t�n� 

short pestle m�llet               p�nther sk�n 

 

 

 

 

 z�n� m�cr�mé, v�r� 

 long net of woven f�bre                       hoe 

 for stor�ng c�l�b�shes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

b�r�                         coro n)               g�ry�� 

f�sh�ng net                 ch�cken’s legs woven cloth  
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sun-z�g�                              m�n-v��r� ;  k�s�g� 
d�w�d�w� tree le�ves m�llet le�ves, m�llet st�lks  

  

 

 

 

 

 

k�wul�                               j� d�-j�� 

w�ngs of � h�wk                   jo�ned h�nds (work�ng together) 

 

 

 

 

s�b�                   z)                          p�woro 

protect�on             broom                     umbrell�, p�r�sol 

�mulets 

 

 

 

 

z�n�         c�n� w)zu��               c�l�mbu 

m�cr�mé    moon f�c��l sc�rs               �rrowhe�d 
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 s�s�r�                        n�c�g�            s�bu-po�o 

 b�t, w�ngs of � b�t     w�lk�ng st�ck, c�ne      cowr�es 
 

 

 

 

 d��                               k�j�mbw�g� 

 python, bo�                            turtle, torto�se 

 

 

 

 

 

 ny���                              b�logo 

 crocod�le                               �g�m� l�z�rd 

 

The decor�t	on of w�lls 	s �n �rt�st�c express�on �s 

well �s � me�ns of protect�on of the surf�ce for the 

w�lls. There �re two methods of �pply	ng the 

decor�t	on: The tr�d�t�on�l techn	que cons	sts 

of decor�t	ng � brown / reddish surface, 
whereas a more contempor�ry (or “modern”) 

w�y 	nvolves �pply	ng t�r on � wh	te surf�ce. 
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The process of decor�t	ng � w�ll h�s to be done 	n sever�l 

st�ges: 

A soft grey e�rth c�lled 

« dwərə », which is used for 
the first layer of the pl�ster, 

h�s to be s	fted to remove 

�ll veget�l m�tter �s well 

�s sm�ll stones. 

The f	rst l�yer 	s �ppl	ed 

w	th the h�nds 

�nd rel	efs �re 

sh�ped. Then, the surf�ce 	s covered w	th � m	xture 

of w�ter �nd cow dung, �nd evened w	th � fl�t 

stone. 

On the st	ll wet pl�ster, � th	n l�yer of red l�ter	te 

e�rth �nd cow dung c�lled « solo sʋŋʋ » 	s 

�ppl	ed w	th � gr�ss broom. Th	s second l�yer 

	s smoothened w	th � stone c�lled « lwe ». A 

good stone �llows the user to fl�tten surf�ces, 

to f�sh	on rel	ef curves, or to 	nc	se the 

surf�ce. 

The mot	fs �re p�	nted 	n hor	zont�l reg	sters, 

st�rt	ng �t the top of the w�ll. The outl	n	ng of 

the des	gns 	s done 	n bl�ck us	ng � fe�ther �s 

� p�	nt brush. The sp�ces 

cre�ted �re then f	lled w	th 

e	ther the bl�ck or d�rk red p�	nt, or rubbed 

w	th � soft wh	te t�lc stone. 

After the compos	t	on h�s been completed, 

the whole surf�ce 	s smoothed �g�	n, colour 

by colour so �s to �vo	d smudges. 

 

 

 

 



38 
 

 

 

The w�ll 	s left to dry unt	l the pl�ster re�ches 

the r	ght mo	sture content. Then, 	t 	s pol	shed 

once more to �n extremely soft �nd sh	ny 

f	n	sh. 

 

A l	qu	d v�rn	sh 	s 

m�de of d�w�-d�w� 

tree pods. Th	s v�rn	sh 

	s 	n f�ct � decoct	on 

of the locust be�n 

pods. The v�rn	sh 	s 

sp�ttered w	th the 

help of � broom on 

the dr	ed, decor�ted surf�ce, g	v	ng 	t 	ts n	ce 

sh	ny, redd	sh p�t	n� �nd 	ts w�terproof 

qu�l	ty. 
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The locust be�n pods from the d�w�-

d�w� tree �re bo	led 	n � b	g c�uldron. 

The so	l for m�k	ng the pl�ster 	s 

crushed w	th � hoe. Then, the women 

�dd hot t�r �nd d�w�-d�w� decoct	on 

to 	t. The m	x	ng up 	s done by 

tr�mpl	ng over 	t w	th the	r feet. The 

result	ng soft pl�ster 	s �ppl	ed to the 

w�ll w	th the h�nds. Once the whole surf�ce of 

the w�ll 	s covered, the pl�ster 	s smoothed 

w	th � fl�t stone. 

The women use the wh	te t�lc stone �nd rub 	t 

over the pl�ster surf�ce g	v	ng 	t � ch�lky wh	te 

l�yer. Once th	s wh	te �nd �bsorbent surf�ce h�s dr	ed for two 

or three d�ys, the l�d	es now p�	nt the mot	fs 	n bl�ck w	th t�r.  
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1.8. Food �tems 
 

 

 

 

m�mpoon�               c��r�                b�ny��r� 

m�llet (120 d�ys) e�rly m�llet (60 d�ys) sm�ll grey sorghum 
H�rvest: Nov. - Dec.            July - August           November - December 

 

 

 

 

 b�n���            k�d�g� (k�d��)           y�r� 

 wh�te sorghum          red sorghum            grey sorghum 
H�rvest: Nov. - Dec.         Sept. - October           November - December 

 

 gw� 

  col� nuts 

 

 mumun�              k�m��n�            s�� 

 r�ce                m��ze, sweet corn       B�mb�r� be�ns 
H�rvest: Oct. - Nov.      September - October      September - October 

 

 

 

n�ngur-n��n�      n�ngur-k�c�             p� 

groundnut (4 mos.) groundnut (2 months) y�m 
H�rvest: Oct. - Nov.          Sept. - October          November - December 
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n�nlugur�               soon�                   g��n� 

sweet pot�to              be�ns                pumpk�n (curcurb�t� pe.) 

H�rvest: Sept. - Oct.     October - November       September - October 

 

 

j�mbw�l�              c�l�m�                     c�lm�ntu� 

green squ�sh (Luf.) �uberg�ne, eggpl�nt              tom�to 
H�rvest: Aug. - Sept.    September - October            Aug. - September 

 

 

n�nju�                 k�mp))s�               pw�r� 

pepper                    Fr�fr� pot�toes               okr� 
H�rvest: Sept. - Oct.    September - October            July - October 

 

 

ny�s��-b��   k�nz�g�      v��           j�mb�ss��n� 

ses�me            sorrel (d�h)     sorrel         le�ves (c�ss�� tor�) 

Oct. - Nov.              June - Nov.       Sept. - Oct.         Oct. - Nov. 

 

 

 
 

 s��            �yoyo          �l��fuu           n�ng�m 

be�n pl�nt     m�llow le�ves  �m�r�nth l.  Afr. Sp�nderpl�nt 

le�ves (corchorus tr�dens.)  (�m�r�nthus v�r.)  (gyn�ndrosps�s g�g�nt.) 

June - Sept.         June - Sept.         June – Aug.           M�y – June 
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kw��nu           sw�n            s))r�          k�c�nn� 

mushroom       she� fru�t            she� nuts     gr�pes(L�nne� 
June - Aug.             M�y - July              M�y -July          m�croc.)   June 

 

 

 

 k�ny�n�                  twe                 t�ngw�l� 

plums (v�tex  dry b�ob�b fru�t              c�shew 

don��n�) June                J�nu�ry - M�rch              Febru�ry - M�rch 

 s�nn� 

 fru�t of 

 d�w�d�w�  M�rch-Apr�l 

m��l�              m�ngoo              borf��r� 

 f�gs                       m�ngo                   p�p�y� 
Apr�l - June            Febru�ry - M�y                  Nov. - Dec. 

 

 

m��s�          koos�  d�  k)nk)   p))l� 

fr�ed c�ke            fr�ed be�n c�ke   fr�ed c�ke sp.  
of m�llet or m��ze of be�ns/B�mb�r� be�ns 

 

 
 

 g�l�     k�pw��nu              nw�m 

 porr�dge, tz    runny porr�dge              me�t 
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Second p�rt:        2. Borrowed words 

 

L	ke every l�ngu�ge, K�ssem h�s borrowed sever�l words 

from other l�ngu�ges (French, Engl	sh, Ar�b	c, H�us� �nd 

Tw	, etc.) to express new concepts �nd to des	gn�te 

	mported 	tems. 

(Of course th	s phenomenon �lso occurs 	n other l�ngu�ges. For 

ex�mple, French h�s borrowed words from Engl�sh l	ke: p�rk	ng, 

meet	ng, club, week-end, footb�ll, etc. 

Also, Engl�sh h�s borrowed cert�	n words from French l	ke: b�llet 

«l	ttle d�nce», coup d’ét�t «m	l	t�ry coup», crochet «l	ttle hook», 

dent	st «tooth person», doss	er «bundle of p�per», entrepreneur 

«bus	ness person», esp	on�ge «spy	ng», f�ux p�s «f�lse step, � 

blunder», menu «l	st» etc. 

 

Gener�lly, � monol	ngu�l uses the ex	st	ng sounds of h	s 

mother tongue to pronounce the borrowed words, so � 

borrowed word c�n h�ve sever�l v�r	�t	ons. 

K�ssem orthogr�phy suggests th�t the borrowed words 

�re wr	tten by employ	ng only letters th�t ex	st 	n the 

K�ssem �lph�bet, wh�tever the or	g	n�l l�ngu�ge m	ght 

be. 

Somet	mes borrowed words h�ve been tr�nsformed 	n 

such � w�y 	n the process of 	ntegr�t	on th�t nobody 

would be consc	ous �ny more th�t they �re �ctu�lly 

borrowed from �nother l�ngu�ge. 

 

On the follow	ng p�ges, we present some borrowed words 

th�t the K�ssen� use 	n everyd�y l�ngu�ge. 
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2.1. Ex�mples of words borrowed from French 
 

k�s�m Engl�sh k�s�m Engl�sh

�pr�nt� �pprent�ce 

b�nk� b�nk 

b�r�s� d�m 

b�s�kw� b�scu�t 

br�w)t� wheelb�rrow 

but�k� shop, store 

colo k�logr�m 

colo k�lometre 

d�m��s� Sund�y 

d�p) bre�d 

foto photo(gr�ph) 

g��z�  g�s 

grup� gener�tor 

k��r� plot (of l�nd) 

k��l� glue 

k�m�ndw� m�jor, c�pt��n 

l�mpoo t�xes 

l�tr� l�tre 

l�� l�w 

lun)t� gl�sses 

m�r�y��s� Europe�n type 

 m�rr��ge 

m�ntr� w�tch 

now)l� Chr�stm�s 

n�moro number 

p��s� to �ron, press 

p�k� p�cket 

P�k� E�ster 

pees� to we�gh 

peel� shovel, peel 

k�rd�nte �dent�ty c�rd 

p��l�  b�ttery 

p�mp� well equ�pped 

w�th � pump 

prefe prefect 

prov)ns� prov�nce 

p�tm��n� purse, pocket 

sem��z� sh�rt 

s�m�t� cement 

s�g��r� c�g�rette 

sof))r� dr�ver 

t)mbr� st�mp 

truweel� trowel 

v))r� gl�ss 

 

person�l n�mes: 

Z�n John 

Z�k� J�mes 

P�y))r� Peter 

Pool� P�ul 

 etc. 
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2.2. Ex�mples of words borrowed from Engl�sh 

 

k�s�m Engl	sh  

 

�nk�t�  h�ndkerch	ef  

b�g�t� bucket 

c�p�nt� c�rpenter  

d�g�t� doctor  

f�t�-tu f	tter 

g��r� g�rden 

h�m� h�mmer  

k�r�nz�n kerosene 

log�r� lorry 

m�nj�s� m�tches  

p�w� electr	c�l power 

p�ng��s� p	ck�xe  

s�ngw�m chew	ng-gum  

s�t�� store  

t))l�-tu  t�	lor 

tr�t� tr�ctor 

t�y� t	re, tyre 

w�c�  w�tch  

w�y�  w	re 

w�d��  order  

w))l� weld 

w�r�b� rubber 

y�� gl�s� eye gl�sses  

. . . . . . . . etc. 
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2.3. Ex�mples of words borrowed from Ash�nt�/ 

Tw� / Ak�n or from other Gh�n���n L�ngu�ges  

k�s�m Engl�sh Ash�nt	 /Tw	 
 

�burb) p�ne�pple �borEbF 

�nk�r�   b�rrel, drum �nkorF 

b�nc�, m�nc� m�n�ocs b�nkye 

br�nyw�m Chr�stm�s borEny� 

c��s�, c�ms� met�l sheet k�nkyee 

d�k� c�se, box �d�k� 

k�n�� l�ntern, lamp k�ne� 

k�t�ce tr��n keteke 

kodugu b�n�n� kw�du 

kube coconut kube 

kutuu or�nge �kutu 

b�nj�r� to�let, b�throom other l�ngu�ges 

k�nt))s� convers�on 

t�koro w�ndow 
 

 2. 4. Ex�mples of words borrowed from Moore 
 

k�s�m Engl�sh 
 

c)p� str��ght, ex�ct 

f�s� completely 

j�ll� every, �ll 

p�p� f�rst 

s���m beg�nn�ng 

sugr� forg�veness 

z��s� to le�rn
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 2.5. Ex�mples of words borrowed from Ar�b�c 

 or from H�us� 

 

k�s�m  Engl�sh 
 

�m�n�, �m� �men, so be �t 

�rz�k� we�lth 

�rz�n�  p�r�d�se, he�ven 

b�rk� bless�ng, th�nk you 

b�rs�  to h�ggle for 

c�r�b� sulphur 

c�b�r� news 

dugn�� world, un�verse 

g��f�r�  excuse, sorry 

m�l)k� �ngel 

s�r�y� judgment 

s�t��n� S�t�n, dev�l 

z�m��n� gener�t�on, er� 

 

 d�ys of the week: e.g. 

�l��rb� Wednesd�y 

�rzum� Fr�d�y 

 etc. 

 

 

On the follow	ng p�ges we h�ve 	llustr�ted some 	tems of 

everyd�y «modern» l	fe, though we d	d not spec	fy the 

or	g	n of the 	tem or the word.  
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P�rt three:    3. Modern objects / items 
 

3. 1. Tr�nsport �nd tr�vell�ng 

3. 2. Dev�ces �nd �nstruments 

3. 3. Tools �nd m�ch�nes 

3. 4. Cont��ners 

3. 5. D�fferent objects 

3. 6. Food �tems 

 

 

 3. 1. Tr�nsport �nd tr�vell�ng 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 boro                                log�r� 

 c�r, �utomob	le                           lorry, truck 

 

 

 

 

 

 b��s�                                �l�p�l� 

 bus, co�ch                             pl�ne, �	rpl�ne 
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 tr�t�                               t�r�ko 

 tr�ctor                                    c�rt 

 

 

 

 

 

 pupu                    lu-s�s��� 

 motorb	ke                     b	ke, b	cycle 

 

 

 

 

k�t�ce                              n�-boro 

tr�	n                                         bo�t, p	rogue, c�noe 

 

 

 3.2. Dev�ces �nd �nstruments 

 

 

 
 

  

telev�z��n                                          w�l�s� 

telev	s	on, TV v�d�o v	deo              r�d	o 
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 l��� 

m�nyeto, tep�           z�mbw�r�           foto 

c�ssette/t�pe recorder     c�ssette                c�mer� 

 

 

 

 

j�lo m�s�n�, 

k�lkul�tr�s�       �rd�n�t))r� 

c�lcul�tor                computer 

 

 

 

 

luu ��n�,             sel�l))r� 

telef�n� phone    cellul�r (phone) fr�go 

 telephone,             mob	le phone       refr	ger�tor 

 

 

 

 

 
 

m�ntr�   w�c� k�munu   rev)�    n��� 

 w�tch           clock           �l�rm clock    m	ll 
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 3.3. Tools �nd m�ch�nes 

 

 

 

 

p�ng��s�                peel�                   h�m� 

p	ck�xe                         shovel                     h�mmer 

 

 

 

p))ns�, m�k�         s��                  m)tr� 

p	ncers, pl	ers               s�w                   metre, y�rdst	ck 

 

 

 

turnev�s�       truweel�     ekru bu, n�t�     ekru 

screwdr	ver         trowel                nut                    bolt 

 
 

c�m 

n��l   v��s�    klem�n)t�, s�p�n�, kle 

 screw        sp�nner, wrench 

 

 

 
 

n��n-v�r�             uvr�b�y))r�            b�l�ns� 

plough, plow              bottle-opener                sc�les 
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m�nduru              f�nbu         f�n-c��n 

 spoon                   r�zor bl�de        sc	ssors 
 

 t�s�r�, 

 br�ke 

 l	ghter 

p��                m�nj�s�-bu 

gun, r	fle              m�tchst	ck 

 

 

 t�y� 

m��              m�� t��            yuu-l��     n�u 

rubber             c�t�pult, sl	ngshot    comb        m	rror 
(to t	e th	ngs ) 

 

 

 

n� br�s�               y�l� nug� lu-s��n 

toothbrush               toothp�ste                 steel wool 

 

 

 

 

g�m�             b�k�             kr�ny�              kr) 

er�ser/rubber    pen                 penc	l                  ch�lk 
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p�mp�                  p�mp�                    p�mp� 

pest	c	de pump         b	cycle pump            w�ter pump  

 

 

 

 

l))r�m p�mp�        c�nf�m             w�r-boro 

pump used for              so�p                     mould for 

enem�                                                     m�k	ng br	cks 

 

 

 

lun)t�,         wo-l�r�, 

y�� gl�s�      �ntonw��r�       y�l�         s�nkw�r� 

gl�sses              funnel                 s	eve        gr�ter (col� nut) 

 

 

 

 

 

bruw))t�                   f))r�                   rob�ne 

wheelb�rrow                    	ron                       w�ter t�p 
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 3.4. Cont��ners 

 

 

 

 n� pus-pus� 

k�nk���      k�nkw�r�, �nkw�r� b�rrel on wheels 

 t	n, c�n             b�rrel, drum                    for gett	ng w�ter 

 

 

 

m�� 

kunkw�l�       w�r-z���                    z��-t�nl��� 

pl�st	c t	n, c�n      bowl,                                   pl�te 

 l�rge d	sh 

 
 

 p�t�l� 

 but�l� 

v))r�         k�p�      p�r�nt��             t)rm��s� 

gl�ss            cup            bottle                 Thermos, v�cuum 

 fl�sk 

 

 

 

 

b�ber�n       lu-k�mb��       �rozw��r�      go�o 

b�by’s bottle  cook	ng pot        w�ter	ng c�n    cont�	ner for 

 dr�w	ng w�ter 
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 c��  

b�g�t� m�� kunkolo c�ge for keep	ng food 

bucket                         c�n               (e.g. veget�bles etc.) 

 

3.5. D�fferent objects 

 

 

 yolo 

 b�g, s�ck 

g�nl�g�d� 

tob�cco pouch p�k�                          �rmw��r� 

purse                    p�cket                               cupbo�rd 

 

 

 

 

j��� t�mp�g�   k�r�d�g� t�mp�g�   w�r�b� l�� 

 h�ndb�g                 schoolb�g                 pl�st	c b�g 

 

 

 
 

 d�k�                                             k�rt�, kr�t� 

 c�se, box, trunk v�l��z� su	tc�se     c�rdbo�rd box 
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k�n�-p�n�         k�ndw�, p��l�  �mpuul� bu 

torch, fl�shl	ght            b�ttery                         bulb 

 

 

 

p�w� m�m        k�n��                   b�ter� 

elect. l�mp, l	ght    l�ntern                      c�r b�ttery 12 V 

 

 

 

 

 

s�g��r�    m))s�     p�p��      g�r-v�� 

c	g�rette    h�	r mesh      towel         cloth, 

 t	ssue 

 

 

 p�-woro 

 umbrell�, 

 p�r�sol 

 

 
 

w��wuu second-h�nd  sw�t�, sem��s�     w�ndoo 

 clothes                sh	rt                      sk	rt 
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 s�t��, 

 s�sw�t�       but�k�                                     k�ye 

 sock            shop, store, bout	que                notebook 

 

 

 

 

 t�n�         �nv)l�p�       t)mbr�        z�rn��l� 

 book, letter      envelope          st�mp           newsp�per 

 

 

 k�rd�nte,                        g�r-pr� 

�rd��z�    d�bl�k�t�                        yuu p�l� 

 sl�te           	dent	ty c�rd                             p	llow 

 

 
 

 

g�dogo m�t�l�        t��b�l�       j�ng��� 

 bed                   m�ttress            t�ble           �rmch�	r 

 t))l�-tu 

 t�	lor 

 

 t))l� sew	ng foto 

 m�ch	ne   photo 
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jimbe                   gumbe                     zɔɔm lwe 
drum                         drum                              syringe 

 

 

 

 

farmasi (liri yəlo digə)  dɔgɩta dɔgɩta sɔŋɔ 

drugstore/pharmacy             doctor      hospital, health centre 

 

 kwambu, 

liri-biə        ŋwana garyi   bawlɩ           gɔrɔ butɔ 
tablets                bandage            ball                   button 

 

 

 

caasɩ, tooli     bwanɩ gar-digə             tantɩ 
metal sheet              mosquito net                     tent 

 

 

 

 saafɩ,           wɩɩlɩ, 
 borbu     bor-kogili      zantɩ              səbu 
 key          padlock            wheel                 money 
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 3.6. Food items 

 

 

 

kodugu     avoka        gabugu       mancɩ, bancɩ 
 banana        avocado         onion               manioc 

 

 

 

lemu, kutuu   aburbɛ, anana    afɩdɩa 
 orange                pineapple            sugar cane 

 

 

 

 kube          karɔtɩ         salaadɩ            su 
 coconut            carrot           lettuce, salad     cabbage 

 

 

 

 

 dɩpɛ            kafɩ        sikili                   agsɩ 
 bread             coffee        sugar                       candy 

 

 

 

bwambwam   bisikwi     bile    kusikusi, wʋsɩla 
 candy, sweet      biscuit       wheat          couscous 
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